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Seniors’ Conference 2011: Agents of Change

Session Title:

Poverty of Older women

Convenor:

Jennifer Cloke

Participants:

Mel, Pauline, Marjory, Maree, Susan, Nancy, John, Tracy,
Thuyen, Christine
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Summary of Discussions:

1. What needs to happen?
a. Has been a silent social issue
b. Brought scorn and judgement
c. Older women (70s, 80s) leaving often with no assets or no super
etc
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we do now? What needs to happen next?

a. Better Education - empowerment
b. Flying Solo — skills
c. toward Employment

Funding: Federal, State, Local: local councils accountable, proof
documents, $$$ could be set up or $$$ could be to continue good existing
programs etc
Advocacy
One stop shop: local guides: booklet and local govt specialists (building
connections) , maybe at shopping centres
Money to Move: even if you pay back
Housing: more public housing; Abbeyfield, Safe Housing
Volunteering: change in how that looks now especially full-time

a. Volunteer credits or points

b. Acknowledgement

c. Travel allowance (card) there is a gap between YNN ?? and

Seniors when it comes to concessions

Getting the Message across
Sharing of success and failures across council and groups
Cultural shifts



