Welcome to the International EnviroSurvey55
 

ARE YOU AGED 55 OR OLDER? IF SO, WE WOULD LIKE TO FIND OUT WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES.

In June 2012 the environment will once again be in the international spotlight as world leaders descend on Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) for the United Nations Conference for Environment and Development or “Earth Summit”.

We want to want to know what people aged 55 and over think about environmental issues at this current time. 

Evidence shows that older people can be disproportionately affected by environmental problems such as air pollution, climate change-related heat waves and other natural disasters.  It’s important that seniors around the world make their voices heard so that policy makers can take action to better prepare for the needs of an ageing population.

In addition, recent research, surveys and consultations have exposed the missed opportunities associated with the lack of closer engagement of the over 55s in general discussion on environmental issues. 

This short questionnaire is an attempt to address this “missing voice” and to widen involvement by seeking your views on the environmental issues of primary concern and your ideas for tackling them. This survey is being conducted by an international consortium of older people organisations and universities. The consortium is led by the Stockholm Environment Institute at the University of York (UK) and the Simon Fraser University Gerontology Research Centre (Canada) and includes Help Age International, Age UK, Community Service Volunteers’ Retired and Senior Volunteer Programme (RSVP) and the Council On The Ageing (COTA) – Victoria (Australia).

The survey consists of 29 questions divided into four sections and should take about 10-15 minutes to complete.
All responses are anonymous and will only be used by the research team for this specific project. 

The survey will be conducted from the 1 February – 31 March 2012.

For those of you who are completing this survey in ‘hard copy’ could you please either – 

· FAX it to me at 9654 4456 marked to ‘Attention: John Lawrence, Green Sages / COTA Policy Unit   OR 
· POST it to me, John Lawrence,  c/o COTA Vic, Level 4, Block Arcade, 98 Elizabeth St., Melbourne VIC 3000. 

With thanks…on behalf of the  EnviroSurvey55 Team
Environment Attitudes Survey 55+

1) YOUR VIEWS ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEM
1. Considering the following policy areas, please rank these according to how important you think they are (where 1 is most important and 8 is the least important)

	 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Health
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	Pensions
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	Education
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	Unemployment
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	Police and law enforcement
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	Environment
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	Military and defence
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	Culture and arts
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2. Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with the following statements

	 
	Strongly 

agree
	Agree
	Neither 

agree 

nor 

disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly 

disagree
	Don't 

know

	In order to protect the environment this country needs economic growth
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	We worry too much about the future of the environment and not enough about prices and jobs today
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	People worry too much about human progress harming the environment
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	Modern science will solve our environmental problems with little change to our way of life
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	There are more important things to do in life than protect the environment
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	Many of the claims about environmental threats are exaggerated
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3. What do you think are the 3 most important environmental issues in the region where you live? Please select 3 
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Air pollution
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Noise pollution
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Water pollution
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Industrial development
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Litter
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Loss of green space
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Loss of wildlife habitat
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Climate change
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Hole in the ozone layer
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Sustainable energy supply
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Loss of biodiversity
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Use of non renewable natural resources (e.g. coal or oil)
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A stable food supply
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A stable water supply

	Other (please specify)[image: image229.wmf]




4. What do you think are the 3 most important environmental issues at the national/global level? Please select 3 
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Air pollution
[image: image232.wmf]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://www.surveymonkey.com/i/t.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image233.png]


Noise pollution
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Water pollution
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Industrial development
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Litter
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Loss of green space
[image: image242.wmf]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://www.surveymonkey.com/i/t.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image243.png]


Loss of wildlife habitat
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Climate change
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Hole in the ozone layer
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Sustainable energy supply
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Loss of biodiversity
[image: image252.wmf]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://www.surveymonkey.com/i/t.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image253.png]


Use of non renewable natural resources (e.g. coal or oil)
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A stable food supply
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A stable water supply

	Other (please specify)[image: image258.wmf]




5. Are you personally affected by any environmental problems?
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 Yes
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No

	If Yes, (please specify)[image: image263.wmf]




6. How do you think environmental problems will have changed in 2050? Will they have...
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...got a lot better
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...got a little better
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...remained about the same
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...got a little worse
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...got a lot worse
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Don't know


(2) YOUR VIEWS ON CLIMATE CHANGE
 
7. Please complete the following sentence (tick one response) : climate change is...
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...partly due to human behaviour
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...mainly due to human behaviour
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...entirely due to human behaviour
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...partly due to natural causes
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...mainly due to natural causes
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...entirely due to natural causes
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Don't know


8. Some people think that the following changes might occur as a consequence of climate change. For each option, please tell us how likely you think it is that this change will happen.

	 
	Most likely
	Possibly
	Not likely
	Don't know

	Changing global climate
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	Changing local weather
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	Melting ice caps
	[image: image306.wmf]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://www.surveymonkey.com/i/t.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image307.png]



	[image: image308.wmf]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://www.surveymonkey.com/i/t.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image309.png]



	[image: image310.wmf]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://www.surveymonkey.com/i/t.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image311.png]



	[image: image312.wmf]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://www.surveymonkey.com/i/t.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image313.png]




	A hole in the ozone layer
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	More frequent severe storms and floods
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	Increased risk of skin cancer
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9. How concerned are you that the following possible effects climate change will have an impact on your life?

	 
	Not at all
	A little
	Quite a lot
	Very much
	Don't know

	Changing global climate
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	Changing local weather
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	Melting ice caps
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	A hole in the ozone layer
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	More frequent severe storms and floods
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	Increased risk of skin cancer
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10. How concerned are you about the impacts of climate change on the following:

	 
	Not at all
	A little
	Quite a lot
	Very much
	Don't know

	Your holidays
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	Your health
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	Your safety and security
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	The economy
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	The weather
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11. How concerned are you about the overall impact of climate change in your country?
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 Very concerned
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Fairly concerned
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Not very concerned
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Not at all concerned
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Don't know


12. How, if at all, do you think your country will be affected by climate change?

13. How soon, if at all do you think your country will be affected by climate change?
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 It is already affected by climate change
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In the next 5 years
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6-20 years
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21-50 years
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In more than 50 years
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I don't think it will be affected by climate change
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Don't know


(3) YOUR VIEWS ON TAKING ACTION
 
14. How likely is it that you personally will take action in the next six months to limit your impact on the environment (including any action that you already take)?
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How likely is it that you personally will take action in the next six months to limit your impact on the environment (including any action that you already take)?  Very likely
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Fairly likely
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Fairly unlikely
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Very unlikely
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Don't know


15. Have you heard of the ecological and/or carbon footprint?
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Have you heard of the ecological and/or carbon footprint?  Yes
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No


16. How do you feel about the following statement:  'knowing my ecological and/or carbon footprint would encourage me to make different choices to reduce my personal impact on the environment'?
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 Stongly agree
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Partly agree
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Partly disagree
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Strongly disagree
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Don't know


17. How do you feel about the following statement:  'friends, family, colleagues or community expect me to do something to limit my impact on the environment'?
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Partly agree
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Partly disagree
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Strongly disagree
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Don't Know


18. How might those aged 55 or over play a role in helping to overcome environmental problems? Please tick all that apply
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Participating in local/community action
[image: image508.wmf]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://www.surveymonkey.com/i/t.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image509.png]


Lobbying government
[image: image510.wmf]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://www.surveymonkey.com/i/t.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image511.png]


I do not think that those aged 55 or over have a specific role to play

	Other (please specify)[image: image512.wmf]




19. Who do you think should be taking action to address environmental issues?  Please select all that apply
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 Policy makers at the international level
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National government
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Federal/regional government
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Local government
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Industry and business
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Local community
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You, personally
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The younger generation


20. Do any of the following factors prevent you from taking part in the efforts to tackle environmental problems?

	 
	Yes
	No
	Not applicable

	Lack of knowledge
	[image: image529.wmf]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://www.surveymonkey.com/i/t.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image530.png]



	[image: image531.wmf]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://www.surveymonkey.com/i/t.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image532.png]



	[image: image533.wmf]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://www.surveymonkey.com/i/t.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image534.png]




	Lack of appropriate information on which to base decisions
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	Lack of support or incentives from local government
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	Lack of support or incentives from federal/regional government
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	Lack of support or incentives from central government
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	Lack of support from family and friends
	[image: image559.wmf]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://www.surveymonkey.com/i/t.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image560.png]



	[image: image561.wmf]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://www.surveymonkey.com/i/t.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image562.png]



	[image: image563.wmf]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://www.surveymonkey.com/i/t.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image564.png]




	Lack of money
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	Poor health or mobility
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	Other (Please indicate what these are below)
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21. If you have indicated that there are other factors that prevent you from taking part in the efforts to tackle environmental problems, please outline these here.

22. What assistance or support (if any) do you need to help you to take part in the efforts to tackle environmental problems?

Please select all that apply
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 Access to more reliable independent information or advice about the issues
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Guidance on how you can respond to these issues
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Provision of incentives to act (for example, financial incentives)
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I do not need any assistance or support

	Other (please specify) 

 


23. Who do you think is responsible for providing the assistance and support you have identified? Please select all that apply
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Who do you think is responsible for providing the assistance and support you have identified? Please select all that apply  Central government
[image: image593.wmf]
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Federal/regional government
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Local government
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Business/industry
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The voluntary sector
[image: image601.wmf]
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You personally

	Other (please specify)
 


(4) ABOUT YOU - IMPORTANT: In order to allow us to undertake an international comparison we need information on your age, gender and location. This information will not be passed on to anyone else.
24. Are you
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Are you  Male
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Female


25. How old are you?
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How old are you?  55-59
[image: image609.wmf]
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60-64
[image: image611.wmf]
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65-69
[image: image613.wmf]
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70-74
[image: image615.wmf]
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75-79
[image: image617.wmf]
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80-84
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85 +


26. Are you
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Are you  Working full time
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Working part time
[image: image625.wmf]
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Retired

	Other (please specify)[image: image627.wmf]




27. Which country do you live in?

28. Which region do you live in (for example, New South Wales, South Yorkshire, Ontario)?

29. What is your highest level of education (e.g. degree, postgraduate degree, 8th grade, Year 12 etc)?

30. If you feel that this questionnaire does not adequately address the points or comments you want to make, then feel free to state these below

Thank you for completing the survey. Your results will be included in an international survey of older people's attitudes to the environment. 
PLEASE FAX OR POST THIS SURVEY TO JOHN LAWRENCE AS PER THE INSTRUCTIONS AT THE START OF THIS SURVEY. 

We expect a report on the findings will be published by August 2012.
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